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TRUCKER THAT TRANSPORTED CARGO K- MART NEVER ORDERED —
TONS OF MARI JUANA — FINED $10 M LLION BY U. S. JUDGE

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that an Ckl ahoma
trucki ng conpany, COLEMAN COVWMERCI AL CARRI ER, INC., was sentenced
| ate yesterday in Manhattan federal court by United States
District Judge LEWS A KAPLAN for its participationin a
nati onwi de drug-smnuggling ring that shipped thousands of pounds
of marijuana aboard tractor trailer trucks from Novenber 1998
t hrough Septenber 2001, from Los Angeles, California, to New York
City, Jessup, Maryland, and Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania, for
resal e. Judge KAPLAN sentenced COLEMAN COMVERCI AL CARRIER to a
fine of $10 mllion, the statutory maxi num

The CGovernnment convi cted COLEMAN COMMVERCI AL CARRI ER and
one of its supervisors, CARL COLEMAN, on Septenber 23, 2002,

after a week-long jury trial. The evidence at trial denonstrated



that beginning in 1997, CARL COLEMAN, and ot hers, began using his
famly’s trucking business to transport thousands of pounds of
illegal shipnments of marijuana across the country. COLEMVAN
conceal ed the marijuana behind legitimate | oads of cargo, which
were being carried for conpanies |like K-Mart. The evidence at
trial further denonstrated that in connection with certain of
these illegal shipnments, CARL COLEMAN mani pul ated the seal s on
the trailer locks in order to hide the fact that he had tanpered
with the trailer’s cargo.

The Governnent al so established at trial that as part
of this illegal operation, CARL COLEMAN, and others, regularly
changed the nane of the trucking business in order to avoid
suspicion follow ng seizures of marijuana shipnments. The nanes
used by COLEMAN i ncl uded: ACE International, CCC International,
and, ultimtely, COLEMAN COVMMERCI AL CARRI ER, | NC.

During the trial, the Governnment established that from
at | east 1997 through Decenber 1998, CARL COLEMAN and ot hers
transported | arge shipnments of marijuana to a Maryl and drug
dealer. In order to facilitate the transportation of these
illegal shipnents, the Col eman Organi zation | eased war ehouse
space at 8350 Bristol Court, Suite 112, Jessup, Maryland. On
Decenber 7, 1998, the DEA seized approxi mately 3,000 pounds of
marijuana that had been unl oaded at that |ocation froma CCC

| nternati onal truck



The trial evidence further denonstrated that the sane
Col eman drivers transporting the marijuana |oads to the Maryl and
war ehouse woul d occasionally transport tin cans full of cash from
Maryl and back to CARL COLEMAN. According to the evidence at
trial, |law enforcenent seized approxi mately $266, 000 of these
illegal proceeds froma CCC International truck in Novenber 1998.

The CGovernnent al so introduced evi dence of numerous
addi tional seizures of marijuana by state and federal |aw
enforcement agents fromtrucks controlled by COLEMAN s
organi zation. Specifically, in January 1998, a Pennsylvania state
trooper seized approximately 240 pounds of marijuana froma CCC
International truck; in March 1998, a Virginia state trooper
sei zed approximately 2,000 pounds of marijuana froman ACE
I nternational truck; in Decenber 2000, a Texas state trooper
sei zed approxi mately 400 pounds of marijuana froma COLEMAN
COMVERCI AL CARRI ER truck; on May 11, 2001, a California highway
patrol man sei zed approxi mately 2,000 pounds of marijuana from a
Col eman Commercial Carrier truck; and on Septenber 16, 2001, a
United States Departnent of Transportation agent seized
approxi mately 163 pounds of marijuana froma Col eman Commer ci al
t ruck.

M. COMEY praised the DEA for their efforts in this
case.

Assi stant United States Attorneys DAVI D BERARDI NELL
and CHRI STOPHER CONNI FF are in charge of the prosecution.
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